Collective Impact, Winter 2009 by Ithaca College,
March 30—April 5, 2009  
Festival passes are sold at the IC 
Bookstore and Cinemapolis and 
Fall Creek theatres downtown. 
Check out the Festival schedule 
and line-up of great films at: 
www.ithaca.edu/fleff 
Ithaca Named A Campus Sustainability Leader 
 
Attendance at the Association for 
the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education conference 
from November 9-11 was especially high this 
year, and the level of positive energy was even 
higher. Fifteen Ithaca College representatives, 
including faculty, staff, and students, traveled 
sustainably by bus to Raleigh, NC in Novem-
ber for the conference. The team members 
arrived back home armed with even more 
ideas for sustainable practices on campus. 
 At the conference, IC representatives partici-
pated in dozens of workshops, presentations, 
and break-out ses-
sions, all of which 
proved informative 
and rewarding. 
Members of the 
Ithaca delegation 
also delivered eleven 
different presenta-
tions on various as-
pects of our campus 
sustainability efforts.  
During the Awards dinner, Ithaca College 
received one of AASHE‟s prestigious Campus 
Sustainability Leadership Awards for our 
achievement and commitment to sustainabil-
ity. This award is given to institutions that 
have made the greatest overall commitment to 
sustainability as demonstrated in their govern-
ance and administration; curriculum and re-
search; operations; and campus culture and 
community outreach.  
Four Sustainability Leadership 
awards are given each year to 
schools in four different categories. 
Ithaca College won in our category of four-
year and graduate institutions with enroll-
ments of 1,001 to 7,500 full-time students. 
AASHE noted that this year‟s selection proc-
ess was the most competitive yet; they re-
ceived 60 applications from colleges and uni-
versities across the United States and Can-
ada. Applications are reviewed by panels of 
peer judges who are all active participants in 
the campus sustainability community. 
Sustainable student activity 
was also recognized by 
AASHE. Sarah Brylinsky, 
recent IC graduate and for-
mer sustainability intern, 
stood out among 35 student 
applications to receive 
AASHE‟s only Student 
Sustainability Leadership 
Award. Her leadership in education and par-
ticipation in college and community activities 
led judges to award Sarah this highest indi-
vidual honor. 
Professor Michael Smith, who 
presented with three of his stu-
dents, is a member of an 
AASHE affinity group for social 
justice issues. He explained that 
in order to enrich the confer-
ence, it must focus on all aspects 
of sustainability—economic, 
social and environmental.  
Additionally, Smith believes that IC deserved 
the awards we received, and hopes that 
higher education will “continue to play a 
leading role.” Moreover, the conference in-
spired hope for the participants, including 
Smith, who said that we “can‟t afford not to 
be hopeful—that‟s what keeps you working 
for the changes you want to see happen.”   
Even as IC is rewarded for its sustainable 
activism, we recognize that there is always 
room for improvement and for practicing a 
new environmental and ethical worldview 
right here on campus.               ~Taryn Hubbard 
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Inspiring Change for our whole community  
Provost  Kathleen Rountree and the Ithaca delegation accept 
our Campus Sustainability Leadership award from interim 
AASHE executive director Judy Walton.  
Paige Davis „10  explains the 
greenhouse gas emissions 
 inventory she conducted 
Mark Your Calendar! 
IC hosted a day-long Climate Change Teach-In on February 
5th. Throughout the day, a variety of speakers presented on 
the environmental, political, social, and economic impacts of 
climate change. This free public event was organized by fac-
ulty members Nancy Jacobson, Marlene Barken, Astrid 
Jirka, and Beth Ellen Clark Joseph. Presentations ranged 
from the College‟s plan to achieve carbon neutrality to 
"Global Warming and Social Justice", looking at climate 
change from the local to the global level. Special guest Selwin Hart, secretary of the Permanent 
Mission of Barbados to the United Nations and coordinator of the Alliance of Small Island 
States, spoke about the likely impacts on small island and developing nations. To cap off the day, 
FLEFF presented The Carbon Connection, a film about carbon trading in Scotland and Brazil, un-
derscoring the global impact of climate change. The Teach-In offered a diversity of community 
and global perspectives and voices. As Selwin Hart remarked, we must “look into the future. No 
country will be immune to the impact of global warming.” The Climate Change Teach-In offered 
us a time to learn—now is the time for everyone to act.                  ~ Amanda Frankel and Taryn Hubbard 
Teaching for Change 
 
Ithaca Delegation Attends United Nations Climate Change Conference 
 
 
Collective Impacts 
For more information about the 
Sustainability Initiative  
at Ithaca College  
contact: 
 
Marian Brown 
Special Assistant to the Provost 
and VP for Academic Affairs 
Office of the Provost 
 
Mail: 350 Job Hall 
Ithaca NY 14850 
 
Office: Room 125 
Administrative Annex  
 
Phone: 607-274-3787 
FAX: 607-274-3064 
 
email: mbrown@ithaca.edu  
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  Dr. Susan Allen-Gil, Lia Stelljes „08, and Olena Borysova edited a 
text titled “Addressing Global Environmental Security Through Inno-
vative Educational Curricula”, which has been published as part of 
the NATO Science Series. Susan Allen-Gil and Sarah Brylinsky ‟08 
co-authored a chapter titled “Learning by doing: The university as a 
curricular tool for sustainability and environmental security”.  Allen-
Gil and Stelljes co-wrote a chapter titled “A Student‟s perspective: 
The benefits or non-traditional methods of environmental education on 
environmental policy.” 
  Dr. Jodi Cohen in Speech Communications received “top paper” 
honors by the National Communication Association for her study 
of how people construct the meaning of environmental risk in pub-
lic discussions. Titled “The Rhetoric of Risk: Legitimacy, Authentic-
ity, and Sincerity”, Cohen‟s study covered public meetings related to 
a major retail chain building project in Cortland NY. 
Several student interns have been hard at work, 
tackling campus sustainability issues. Over 
break, Nathonn Bates „09, Stephanie Piech „11, 
and Ethan Stephens „12 (at left) worked with 
energy consultants to inventory and assess 
every piece of energy-consuming equipment in 
all our dining service areas. Two Writing in-
terns, Amanda Frankel „09 (L) and Taryn Hub-
bard „10 (R),  are helping us catch 
up on the backlog of campus sus-
tainability success stories. Look for 
their bylines in this and future is-
sues of “Collective Impacts” and 
“Green Thumbs-Up” citations.  
 Get “Spotted”! Reuse your beverage mug for refills of soda or coffee in retail operations on campus and 
  you may be handed a “Spotted” card to reward you with a free refill for your effort to minimize waste. 
Students Learning By Doing 
 For a week in December 2008, 21 members of the IC community attended the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) conference in Poznan, Poland. In 2005, Ithaca College applied for and was 
granted permanent non-governmental observer status, enabling delegations from the College to attend and partici-
pate in these international conventions. Ithaca College has sent delegations to each of the past three Conventions: 
Montreal Quebec in 2005; Nairobi, Kenya in 2006; and Bali, Indonesia in 2007. 
  In preparation for Ithaca‟s fourth return to the UN Climate Change conference, the nineteen participating students 
were enrolled in a two-credit, Fall semester second-block course called “International Environmental Relations.” 
After preparatory classes taught by Warren Schlesinger in Business and Astrid Jirka in the Office of International 
Programs, the students headed to Poland to observe the conference, attend seminars, and witness UN delegates 
from all over the world debating approaches to deal with the ever-intensifying issues of global climate change. 
  Astrid Jirka, one of the two faculty advisors who accompanied the students, said that the 2008 UN conference itself was less than 
successful: no specific emission target goals were agreed upon or consensus achieved. Regardless of that disappointment, our stu-
dents left Poland with a new sense of the scale and urgency of the issue. “Before, climate change were just words in an assignment, 
things we read about, answers on a test,” said senior Rachel Roscoe. After meeting people who are being directly and seriously af-
fected by the impacts of climate change, the issue takes on new meaning and importance. “The students were introduced to the 
movement,” remarked Jirka, “and the hope is that they‟ll stay involved.”  
  The class will be offered again next Fall for students interested in attending the UNFCCC conference in Copenhagen, Denmark in 
December 2009. Hopefully this time, serious political action will be agreed upon; until then, it is up to us to lighten our individual 
“ecological footprints”, one step at a time.                                                                                                                             ~Amanda Frankel 
Student and Faculty Publications 
As part of the Tompkins County 
Climate Protection Initiative - a 
multi-sector partnership among 
key area organizations all com-
mitted to addressing climate 
change - Ithaca College has been 
offering advice and consulting to 
members of the operations staff 
from Cayuga Medical Center on 
energy reduction, green cleaning, 
and establishing effective recy-
cling and composting programs. 
Volume 3, Issue 1 
Sharing What We’ve Learned 
More Sustainable Decisions 
Dining Services is test-
ing “trayless” dining in 
the Campus Center 
Dining Hall. Based 
upon Fall tests and 
positive customer feed-
back, Dining success-
fully removed serving 
trays in the Towers Dining Hall. While 
dining customers may still take all they 
care to eat, going trayless helps eliminate 
unnecessary food waste by making it 
more difficult to take more food in one 
trip than one can  reasonably eat.  
This fall, Human Resources 
and the medical staff of the 
Hammond Health Center 
offered free flu shots to all 
benefits-eligible employees 
at no cost. 
President and Mrs. Rochon simplified 
the annual holiday receptions held at 
Fountain Place, announcing the two 
open house dates via Intercom and 
eliminating printed invitations. 
David Priester reports that the Park 
School has upgraded TV studio lighting 
with much more energy-efficient lamps. 
At Human Resource‟s Benefits Fair in 
November, the sustainable drawing 
prizes included SmartStrips™, recycled 
paper notepads, solar powered keyring 
lights,  corn-based plastic reusable mugs 
and paper trays, and self-generating 
flashlights. 
Ithaca College continues to excel at reducing, reusing, and re-
cycling. Since June, IC has worked with Recycling Electronics 
and Computer Technologies, Inc (REACT), sending them used 
electronics, from old computers to treadmills. REACT is the 
prototype of environmental responsibility: they shred and recy-
cle on site, check to see if electronics can be reused, and follow 
the byproducts downstream to ensure that no harm is done anywhere along the way. 
Procurement specialist Gail Wagner explains that IC looks hard to “find homes for 
things and be responsible.” Since June 2008, we have sent 11.5 tons of e-waste to 
REACT free of charge, and with landfill costs at $70 per ton, this waste stream diver-
sion strategy saved the College over $800. Skip Starr, president of REACT, compli-
ments IC‟s efforts: “I‟m very impressed with your school just because you took the 
time and nobody else does.”   
  Gail Wagner and recycling supervisor Mark Darling report 
that more than 5,125 pounds of fluorescent tubes and lamps were 
safely recycled under a separate contract with Veolia Environ-
mental Services. Regulations require special handling of fluores-
cent lamps because of the phosphor and mercury in the tubes.  
 IC is working hard at the forefront to build a more sustainable world.  ~Taryn Hubbard 
Reducing Waste, Reducing Costs 
 
News Briefs 
 
Watch for “Green Thumbs-Up” 
citations in the Kudos section of 
Intercom. Make sure we know 
about YOUR new innovations or 
activities that support campus sustainabil-
ity. You could earn a “Green Thumbs-Up”! 
Read archived versions of each citation on 
our webpage under Community Outreach.  
  
 
Check out FUSE for articles on campus 
sustainability from student points of view: 
http://fuse.ithaca.edu/tags/sustainability/ 
 
ICView also tags stories covering campus 
sustainability: www.ithaca.edu/icview/
tags/sustainability/ 
 
TCAT Bus Passes are sold at the Book-
store. The College underwrites about 30% 
of the price of these student passes.  
10-ride pass: $10.50   
Unlimited monthly pass: $31.50   
Unlimited student semester pass: $120.00 
 
View campus building energy use :  
         www.ithaca.edu/metering 
 
IC Environmental Society, IC Vegetarians 
and the IC Culinary Arts club collaborated 
to hold a Thanksgiving Veggie Teach-In in 
November. Participants shared a dinner 
and learned from local chefs and farmers 
about eating “green.” 
 
 
The Student Affairs and Campus Life staff 
auction during Thanksgiving Week raised 
$529 for the Caring and Sharing program. 
 
The School of Business sustainable busi-
ness curriculum was profiled in an article 
titled “Green Business Programs Gain 
Traction” in Business Week magazine.  
 
 
IC’s sustainability efforts were highlighted 
in an article about the Ithaca region in the 
February issue of USAirways magazine. 
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            Be a                                               C 
Jane Ray (l) and  
Michelle Buttaccio 
spun a prize wheel 
where everybody  
came out a winner! Taking aim at 
better health 
Mark Darling ( at right) explains 
compost  separation to CMC staff 
IC is participating in its fourth Recyclemania. For ten weeks, start-
ing January 18th, we will compete against other colleges, reporting 
our recycling rate and reducing our landfill waste. In prior years, 
we achieved 30% recycling rates, but this year we‟re shooting for a 
50% goal. Recyclemania is not just about tossing your bottle into 
the correct bin—it also means reducing consumption and reusing 
items. Mark Darling, supervisor of recycling and resource manage-
ment, explains that RecycleMania is a “wake up!” reminder and 
that recycling is the “gateway to more sustainable behaviors.” All 
members of the IC community are encouraged to do their part. As 
Mark points out, “collectively we can change.”      ~Taryn Hubbard 
Change is inevitable.  Growth is optional.  Positive growth is intentional.  
 Residence Hall Association is again running Hall 
Challenges, a friendly competition between resi-
dence halls to see who can reduce their use of  elec-
tricity. The two-week Spring challenge will run from 
Wednesday, February 18th through Wednesday, March 4th. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to be as energy-conserving as possible: 
turning off room lighting when you leave, and engaging power set-
tings on computers and turning all equipment off when its not in 
use. This year, RHA is inviting participation by residents in all the 
residence halls that have electricity submeters installed. You can 
monitor your hall‟s actual energy use at www.ithaca.edu/metering 
Making a Positive Difference 
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Provost Kathleen Rountree presented two well-
received workshops on “Campus Work on Sus-
tainability” for the Council of Independent Col-
leges‟ Institute for Chief Academic Officers in 
November. Rountree co-presented along with the 
provost from Northland College, which received 
the AASHE Campus Sustainability Leader 
Award in the category of four-year and graduate institutions with 
fewer than 1,000 full-time students. (see page 1). 
 
 
 
The Park Sustainability Club has just formed and will meet every 
other Tuesday from noon to 1:00PM in Park School of Communica-
tions Room 281. Club members are interested in “greening” the Park 
School in a number of ways, including reducing energy waste, en-
couraging recycling and composting, and other resource conserving 
tactics. Contact Diana (dbreide1@ithaca.edu) for more information. 
 
 
 
The Office of Career Services is hosting a panel discussion titled 
“Making a Living While Making a Difference” on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26, 7:00PM in Textor 101. Panelists represent Environment 
America, the FBI, the Peace Corps, and City Year. Contact Career 
Services for more information about careers that make a difference. 
 
 
 
Doreen Hettich Atkins, coordinator for special services 
and programs for the division of Student Affairs and 
Campus Life, organized a one-day drive-in conference 
on November 24 for the NYS College Student Person-
nel Association titled “Show me the Green! Sustain-
ability in Student Affairs!” Presentations included sessions on be-
ing a change agent, sustainability in residence halls, dining, and in 
student-initiated activities.   
 
At the Climate Change Teach-In, one of the 
featured interactive displays was the 350 Chal-
lenge. To learn more, go to www.350.org 
Anjuli Kronheim ‟08 returned to campus 
in January to share her  experience at the 
Green Corps Field School for Environ-
mental Organizing, which provides train-
ing to young adults interested in environ-
mental activism. While in Ithaca, Anjuli 
chatted with students interested in the 
program, conducted interviews with 
Green Corps applicants, and made classroom visits to share 
information about her experience. For more information 
about Green Corps: www.greencorps.org         ~Amanda Frankel 
 We’re on the Web! 
A pdf version of this newsletter can be downloaded from the  
Sustainability at Ithaca website at  
www.ithaca.edu/sustainability 
News Briefs 
 
Marian Brown presented on Ithaca College’s Sustainability Initiative to 
a group at Corning Community College in January, and as part of Dry-
den High School’s “Conversations with a Scientist” series in February.  
 
Sustainability at Ithaca and the Sustainably Conscious Learning Com-
munity hosted a delegation of staff and students from the Social Jus-
tice Living and Learning Community at Bloomsburg University in Feb-
ruary. Students stayed at EcoVillage and shared a dinner on campus. This newsletter has been produced on recycled paper. 
Spring Sustainability Café Series 
The Spring 2009 series of Sustainability Cafés  
will be held from noon—1:00pm in Room 301 
of the Park Center for Business and Sustainable 
Enterprise. “Teachable edible” snacks will be 
served, sponsored by Dining Services.  
Thursday, February 5 * -”You Can‟t Have Sustainability 
   without Social Justice” - Scott Perez, Wells College  
Thursday, February 19 - “Driving Habits to Maximize Your  
   Fuel Efficiency"  - Andy Goodell, Ithaca Carshare 
Thursday, March 5 - “Reaching the Green Consumer: Who?  
  How? Why?” - Amy Hebard and Wendy Cobrda, Earthsense 
Thursday, March 19 - “Deconstruction” - Diane Cohen and 
Hans Milberger, Finger Lakes Reuse Inc. 
Thursday, April 2 - “Carbon Sequestration” - PJ Marshall, 
RPM Ecosystems 
Thursday, April 23 - “Socially Conscious Investing” - Greg 
Pitts,  EcoLibrium 
* location changed for Feb 5 only to Emerson Suites. This Café is 
held in conjunction with the Climate Change Teach-In (see page 2). 
We maintain an active sustainability list-serve to 
advise members about campus and community 
events and activities of interest, and to facilitate 
discussion among members about sustainability 
topics. Our listserve is open to any and all mem-
bers of the Ithaca College community.  To join our 
“sustainability friends” listserve, simply send an email to: ma-
jordomo@lists.ithaca.edu with the following text in the body of 
the message: subscribe sustainability 
IC Sustainability group meetings for the Spring semester will 
be held in Room 301 of the Park Center for Business  from 
noon to 1:00PM on the following dates: January 27, February 
24, March 24, and April 27. All are welcome. A new  listserve 
has been set up for this group; to subscribe, send an email to: 
majordomo@lists.ithaca.edu with message: subscribe icsustain  
Tune in to the “Your Impact” radio program each Sunday at 
4:40PM on WICB (91.7 FM). Story ideas and production 
assistance are welcomed. Contact show producer Melissa 
Bruhn at yourimpact@hotmail.com 
